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WHAT IT DID IN DBS MOIMCS.
Des Meines, Iowa, affords" the most

Impressive example of municipal gov-
rrnmental reform In the republic.
Previous to 1907 that city was rotten,
The public pervlec corporations con-'

trolled the city administration, and In
return for franchises and special privi¬
leges protected gambling dives and
vice. There were the usual number
of ward bosses, each "fattening like
a tick" on the municipal body. Taxes
were going up steadily. It became
more nnd more difficult for the]
people to buy land nnd build homes,
and because of such situation times
were very hard.

In 1907. snatching at the only strnw
that wns in reach, the people of Des
Moines voted In the commission form
of government. They did this in the
face of tremendous oppopltlnn from
the city administration, and the pub?
llc service corporations. Entrenched
special privilege yelped. grafters
whined "unconstitutional" and office-1
holderp howled thrnuph the night. Hut
goed government' swept the deck.
What has been the result In thesr

tour years of the new plan of gov-
ernment In n»a Moines? Dlsten:
The net loss to the city In the last

year of the old government was $134.-|
P10: the net gain In the first year un-;
der the new charter was $4S.439.10, a
total relative saving of $118,949.10.
The tax levy for city purposes In (he

]S61 year of the old charter was 3K.7
mills (on the jr, per cent, valuation
established by lawl; the first year
under the new charter It was 38.1
mills.

Public Improvements valued at
f3S7.76o.5Q were made during the firs:
year of the new system.
Contractors have heen held strict¬

ly lo the speclfloaUons. Claims for
extras, which had developed Into an
outrageous abuse, have been firmly
rejoi teil The quality of all public
work has visibly Improved.
A modern bookkeeping system has

Dcen installed.
Municipal expenditures have been

confined strictly within the city's
revenues, putting an end to the prac¬
tice of piling up yearly deficits, to
which almost the entire city Donded
lebt was due.
Street lights; formerly costing $7">

!o $9*i have been reduced to a uni¬
form rate of per arc per year,
and the moonlight schedule has been
thollshed, insuring hetter service.
Incandescent lights have been re¬

duced from 12~,< to $17 In some enses.
ind the all-night schedule has been
substituted for a moonlight schedule
In others a,t_Mhe same price.$17.
The streets -have been kept notice¬

ably cleaner; the alleys In business
sections, never before cleaned at all,
have been thoroughly cleansed.

Street Figns have been pill up
throughout the city. Years of clamor
for It failed to persuade the old gov¬
ernment to make this Improvement.
The wages of the men with teams

have been increased from $3.r,ii \\t
14 60; those of day laborers from $2 to
12.25, much hotter service has been
required.
The cost of cleaning catch baslnsl

has been reduced from $1 40 to $1.12.
Uniform rement walks have been

laid throughout the business section
Bridge paving under the old sys¬

tem cost 14.74 per yard by contrnctl
under the new system It has been
done hy day labor lor $4.09.
Culverts costing Il7.fil per cubic

yard under the old plan have been
built for $12 .;:! under the new.

Mowing In ttie parks has been done
¦ I 7n per cent. 61 the former cost.
Work done by contract has been

lt>r to the lowest bidders without
manipulation.
The sources of Immorality und

:rlm«i have been largely abolished.
Gambling houses have been closed

Friendly, but mutually self-respet r-
Ing relations between the city gov¬
ernment and the public service cor¬
porations have been established
City politics have been utterly <',,-

vorced from Mate and national poli¬
tics.
There has been a 39 per cent. In¬

crease In population In the last <ie.-
cade. largely due to the Improvement
In the city effected by the new plan
of go\ ernment.

This Is what commission govern¬
ment has done for lies Moines, Could
It do anything for Richmond?

TUR IHMKI. JIOMHHVr,
In the city that he loved to call

"home." the grateful people of Virginia
are to erert a monument to the ln»-
pcrlhhahle luemory of .lohn W, Daniel.
It Is to stand there through the. years
as mute testimony concerning the af¬
fection and admiration which the peo¬
ple of his State felt for this splendid
patriot, whose life was given freely
in the noble service of Virginia It Is
well-nigh iiuperfluoua to say that the

erection of this memorial la timely
and commendable, meeting aa It does
with the hearty approval and desire of
all Virginians.

ills former comrade-in-arms In the
Army of Northern Virginia. Sir Moses
Kzekiol. a sculptor whose long rest-
dence In Rome has not weakened his
love for tho Old Dominion, will model
tili» statue of the "Lame Lion." To
erect this monument $10.000 Is re¬
quired, and the originators of the me¬
morial have declfled to Invite contribu¬
tions from the admlrerB of the late1
Senator Daniel. No organized cam-!
palgn will be made for the money, nor
will funds be solicited. This Is as the
one to be honored would have wished.
No contribution of more thun $100 will
be iicceptcd. as this is meant to be a:
voluntary popular tribute to a fHvorlle
son of Virginia.

Virginians need no suggestion In jthis matter. In his life, John Warwick
Daniel received poor reward for the
service he rendered his State und tho
glory he brought to her; nor asked he
any. lie died, as ho had lived, of little'
estate In this world. The erection of
this memorial can be but an Inade¬
quate recognition of the debt Vir-!
glnlans owe to this superb statesman
and patriot.

TUB STEPHENMIX PltORE.
One hundred and seven thousand'

seven hundred and ninety-three dol-
lars Is the sum admitted by Senator!
StepheiiHon, of Wisconsin, to be the'
amount expended to secure his nom¬
ination in 1003. Yet this old and
sagucious politician boldly asserts'
that It was all spent legitimately. Vox
confidence In others and frce-handed-
ness his equal would be hard to find.
Stephenson says than he never both¬

ered about "details." He gave his
campaign managers what they nBken
for and they did the rest. Did he keep
accounts of vouchers? No, Indeed, how
could a man who Is president of "more
than a dozen active Industries" have
time to concern himself with the red
tape of book-keeping? If he was told
t'hat his postage bill was $11.000, why
should he have demanded proof of It?
He was no less liberal when his man¬
agers asked him one day for $10,000
and shortly afterward ramo back for
116,000 more nnd got It. Listen to lite
testimony: "Didn't you ever osk them
what they were doing with oil that
money?" "No. orfly in a general way."
"You gave Puellcher several thousand
dollars, didn't you Inquire what he
Wanted it for?" "No. 1 supposed It
was some bill." That sort of defense!
has held wnter too long already. The]
old. old story Is ton hard to swallow
now. Does anybody think that this
wise old capitalist, this reolly close-
listed business man. turned over $107.-
793 without knowing In what specific
way it was to he spent nnd to whom
II was to lie given? Not a bit of It.

Tills moth-eaten plea of "My friends
may have dono It, but If they did, 1,
knew nothing about It" Is on Its last
legs. It Is the usual defense of the
trapped politician who would have Ihe
people believe that his agents were

really the principals. Some people may
distribute money recklessly and be¬
nevolently, but candidates for the Sen¬
ate of the 1'nlted States do not.

WILSON ON HYMNS.
At the union mass-meeting of the

Protestant Sunday schools of Tren-
ton last Sunday Governor Woodrow
Wilson delved Into hymnology.one of
the multitudinous subjects upon which
he is scattering his lire. He rather
went out of his way to ridicule "The
Beautiful Isle of Somewhere." which,
nevertheless, |s a very sweet anil con-I
soling hymn. He said:
"Some of the songs we sing to-night

are silky »nd meaningless. They have
neither poetry nor sense in them. Why
cannot we sing tlie old psalms? Why
cannot we take In paraphrase, if In no
other way. those Immortal voices
which have sung the spirit of God
through generation after generation?
Why do we have to concoct silly
rhymes of mir own? Where is that
ridiculous 'Beautiful Isle of Some-
whore".' Who has discovered it; who
ihns charted it; where Is It? 1 don't
want to float through vague seas like
that."
Such criticism seems gratuitous. If

people wish to pour out their religion
In verses of their own. why shouldn't
they? The psalms can be sung as well
as the more modern productions As
for "The Beautiful Isle of Somewhere,"
It Is nn exquisite song, full ot consola¬
tion and bright hope. II was the fa¬
vorite hymn of President McKinley, ami
was sung at Jtls funeral. Why is It
wrong to speak of the hereafter Ms a

"Beautiful Isle"? Is Governor Wilson
so omniscient that he knows that the
undiscovered country Is not an Isle?
No one. of course, can correctly de¬
scribe the land beyond the valley of
the shadow, and the imagination of
one Is worth as much as the imagina¬
tion of another.
Governor Wilson had better Mop

right where be Is. It Isn't good taste
for a Presbyterian to criticize a good
old Methodist hymn, nor, forsoolh, Is
It good politics,

PAVINO KOh THE WRAPPER.
The Inspector of weights and meas¬

ures for the District of Columbia has
announced bis determination to help
Washingtonlans solve iho problem of
the high cost of living. Not stopping
merely at the point of false weights,
he. has demonstrated the loss to pur¬
chasers through the custom of sell¬
ing several ounces of pasteboard and
brown paper as part and parcel of the
article paid for.
The Washington Post thus com-

ments on the custom:
"What is the experience of the av¬

erage citizen here and elsewhere inthis respect? Does he get cent per
cent for his money, or la he 'short-
hanged' on every hand? If a man
were shown where he could obtain
6 or 8 per cent annually on an In¬
vestment, without a chance of lost,
would he snap It up? And yet with

all hU financial aoum«n alert to euch
an opportunity he submlta dally to a
mulcting that amounts to far more
than those figures In half the pur¬
chases he makes, nnd.there Is neither
outcry nor protest.*'
When you go Into a grocery storo

to buy a pound df butter, do you buy
n pound? Is the wooden tray weighed
with the butter? Do you pay buttor
prices for tbe wood? If you are sold
a ohtcken, are not the head and feet
and crop weighed along with the white
meat and drumsticks? Ask a dealer
for lamb chops. They are so much
not trimmed and two cents more If
trimmed. Then the dealer weighs the
bone, which be cuts out and retains,
although It has been bought at meat
prices. The fish Is weighed first and
afterward cleaned.

In older countries than ours a j
"ktmping system obtains, which seems

strange to us, but which has this
merit.one gels what one pays for.
This Is so true thut economical house- j
wives carry an Iron ring-to market
with them and every egg that slips
through the ring Is returned, while
those that cannot go through are j
bought,

All of the pretty little packages
with alluring names and .'hermetically
sealed" attractions appeal to the
buyer, but bacon Is bacon, and all the

cartons and gilt paper cpunt In denrly |
In the cost of food.
As the Post says, some, day the

American citizen will realize that he
is paying "fearful tribute'' for these
little niceties, but until he does, "one

Of the worst evils In the list that

goes lo make up the hig price of

living" will be unremedled.

HAMPD11X-SIDNBY.
William II. Whiting. .lr., of Hamp-

dcn-sldney, hag written a very Inter¬

esting letter to the New York Evening
Post, In which he brings out very

clearly the record for turning out emi¬
nent men possessed by Hampden-Sid-
ney College.

Referring to the general alumni cat¬
alogue of that celebrated Institution,
he says that the number of students
listed to 1000 was 3,585, although this
Is much below the correct total, be¬

cause the records are Incomplete. Of

this number, one was President of Ihc
United States, four were ministers to

foreign countries, ten wero members
of the United States Senate, twenty-
two were members of the ITnltrd States
Hou.-e of Representatives, and eight
have been Governors of States, in ad.
dltlon to tihese, there have been scores

of Judges, generals, college presidents
and men distinguished In all the walks
of lift. "Nor has this been true In the
distant past only," asserts Mr. Whit¬
ing, tif the living alumni of Hampden-
Sldncy, two arc presidents of Impor-
tant universities (Washington and I,ee
nnd Clnolnnatli, six are presidents of
colleges, two hundred nnd forty-five
aro honored ministers of the Gospel.
Df the general State ofllcet3 In Vir¬
ginia to-day. Hampden-Siilnej- claims
the State chemist, the State librarian,
the. Stat«. superintendent of public In¬
struction, the secretary of the Com-
monwt tilth. the lieutenant-govonor
aid the governor.

In a review of the alumni catalogue
of this institution, tho Manufacturers'
Record says:

"It would be difficult if. indeed, pos¬
sible, to match the conspicuous record
of ability and public service thus Indi¬
cated for Itatnplen-Sldney by that .>!
any other" ci-.'lige of like size nnd
lengbt of life.History would
lack much If i: «t< re not for the. reco'.l
of the wo'it of I'ampdcn-Sldnoy n eu,
not merely in Hie. lofty positions upon
which t'he pc'ili; eye ls usu t'.lv di¬
rected In isnmM ng deeds, but in ;:>,>
more (|iiiet, but none the less Influen¬
tial places occupied by teachers of
men, whether ministers of tho Gospel,
college professors, physicians or law¬
yers."

As Mr. Whiting says, this surely
shows the value of the small college.
In fact, the small colleges have done
vastly more than their proportionate
share in sending out future great men.
Of the seventeen college-bred Presi¬
dents of the United States, only two
were the products of the large college
or university as wo now conceive It.
t'he other fourteen wero small college
men.
I_
THE IMPORTANT SUPER VISOH S.
Very lately nome eminent publicist

has laid down the dictum that good
government depends on good county
supervisors. Whoever lie was, he
seems to have been forestalled by the
late Alexonder Rruce, of ''Berry Hill,"
Halifax, a far-seeing, sagacious, prac-
tlcal, constructive farmer. According
to the Halifax Gazette, he once re-
marked "that 11 was much more Im¬
portant from many viewpoints to se¬
lect uble, practical, clear-headed gen¬
tlemen to be supervisors of the county
than to bother ourselves about who
should be President of the United
States." There Is a vast amount of
truth and homely wisdom In Mr.
Bt uce's ob.-, rvatlon.
The hoard of supervisors of each

county exercises Immediate control
over the finances of that county; they
hold the purse-str'nga. They have
great responsibilities of far-reaching
importance to the people. They make
the levies for taxes, they make dis¬
bursements of the money collected. If
the supervisors are good, up-to-date,
progressive men, the people of their
county are well governed.

MUNICIPAL "Mi nPHIES"
Mayor Shank, of Indianapolis, has

put on sale In the market place po¬
tatoes at fi9 cents the bushel, plus the
freight rate from Michigan, which will
be only a few cents. Consumers have
been paying from $1.00 to $1.40 the
bushel, but when the Mayor hegan
his cheaper food experiment potatoes
fell down to E5 cente. The commission
men threaten that If the Mayor per-
severe In his cheap food policy they

will DU Indianapolis ao full of po¬
tatoes that he will feel very much
embarrassed.
The morol of the Incident Is this:

that tho commission men form a com¬
bination against the sonsumer nnd get
SO to 40 cents profit the bushel. It
Is tho duty of tho Mayor In behalf
of the consumers to break up the hold¬
up. Tho people are warm In their
praise of Mayor Shank, and letters of
thanks are piling up on his desk*
He has been urged to take up thei

applo question. Tho lottcrs that he j
receives say that he can get thou-
sands or bushels, at 25 cents for wind- I
falls or 60 cents for sounder picked,
It Is a good policy for tho city govern-
merit to protect n community against
extortionate prices for food. Such a
fair policy keeps tho discontented from
leaving and makes others discontented
elsewhere emigrate to the better
place.

The Colonel will "come back".to
Pine Knot. Albemarle county, his hunt-
Ing preserve. He has gone a-gunnlng
In Africa after the lion, tho elephant
nnd the klrknk-dlk, but he can't resist
the temptation to shoot at some more
Virginia wild turkeys. "Shoot at," We jsaid.

The Norfolk Virginian-Pilot says:
"We wonder If any surviving soldier

of the South's great struggle for In¬
dependence will live long enough to
see completed the Da tile Abbey at
Richmond, which Is to commemorate
Confederate valor. The work Is not
yet begun, though the money for It
has been- In hand for several years.
This may be nobody's fnult; but It Is
a public misfortune."
What the matter is we do not know,

hut" we do know one loyal Confederate
woman of gigantic determination who
will build It by herself If the delay
keep on.

Nrrtiody who has over been In Vir¬
ginia can keep away. Even the only
living ex-President of the nation 1"
coming back this fall, and President
Taft Is Journeying through the West
on his way to the Old Dominion to
take n deserved rest.

"Fl>*e or six years ago Richmond
was -i'jlte ¦ metropolitan city, hut It
struck tie ti ls time as being b"0 per
cent, mnn progressive than h*foro,"
s.jild a Nf nt visitor l) this .'My, In
speaking to a representative of the
Birmingham Age-Herald.

Thn Hickory, Norlh Carolina, Demo¬
crat lntrly printed an account of u fam¬
ily reunion In Caldwell County on the
occasion of the birthday of Mrs. Selen-
rlah Tongue. There was some poetry
In this account, and In the verses were
these touching lines:
"When they hud out the lady brought.(For she eighty-six years of life had

fought;
And In the time paralyzed was she,So 'brought' it had to be)."
Thai Is much more realistic than

anything we have read nf Alfred Aus¬
tin's, and Alf Is the Kltig'a royal poem-
smith. It Is almost hp pathetic as the
elegiac strain of K. Dewberry Bolts,
the sweet singer of Dlnwlddle.

George. Bailey, of the Houston
Postum, will he Interested to know
that the committee having In charge
the restoration of tho historic court¬
house at Wllllamsburg "decided t-i
rough-sand the columns on the portico
to protect, them from whit tiers,*' ac¬
cording to the Virginia Gazette. The
Texan is always saying something
about the whittling propensity of Vir¬
ginians, anil this may give him a little
comfort.

Voice of the People
Mr. II trackberg'* War Agiilimt Women..
To the Editor of Tho Times-Dispatch:
sir..Mr. Hirschbcrg has created aIsmail ripple of excitement by his

avowed intention of Introducing Into
the City Council a bill to oust womenft inn positions in city oflices. It Is
difficult to divine his motives in this
matter, or even to lake him In earn¬
est, especially since his standing In
the Council and his hold upon his
constituents seem secure enough to
enable him to pursue his political am¬bitions without the aid of such cheapnotoriety as a war against women
would give him. Weaponless and de¬fenseless as Is woman from a politi¬
cal standpoint, most men would hesi-
täte before Joining a crusade against
her. There Is no glory in a victorygained without resistance.
The bill as proposed has its hu¬

morous side. Already physicians are.declaring that exceptions must hi
made of female nurses in city hos¬
pitals. And what will become offemale public school teachers. who
also hold 6|ty positions? Perhaps Mr.Hirschberg will bo content to leave
them undisturbed, because their salsi-
rlcs are so much smaller than tno
salaries of the male teachers doingthe saint' work, and hecauso teach¬
ing Is too arduous and toilsome a pro¬fession to attract the average man.
But the elimination of nurses and of
teachers reduces tho whole matter lb
a microscopic movement against the
few girl stenographers employed bycertain city officials. Truly, a glorious
struggle, and one that would exalt
the City Council Into heroes worthyof renown!
There are two obstacles In the wayof achieving so noble a result as

the enthusiastic gentleman contem¬
plates, one is that the Council can
scaircoly with consistency pass a mean-
urn that will he practically inoperative
because It can be made effective against
only a negligible proportion of those
against whom it Is directed. The oili¬
er Is that a city Official who hires
female clerks and stenographers
(sometimes because they 'will work on
reduced salaries) may consider that he
has a right to employ whom he pleases.

If there were any prospect of suc¬
cess for such a bill as our enter¬
prising Councilman proposes one might
protest against the injustice that do-
nles to woman the right of becoming
a "legal voter" and at tho same tlmo
refuses to allow her the opportunityof making a living because she la
not one. But there Is no great dan¬
ger. It Is only a cmxh of "political
rash" that affects the gentleman, which
Is only skin-deep and not contagious.
The quickest and most effective rem¬
edy (and ntonement) would be for Mr.lflVschborg to enter upon the crusade
for equal suffrage. That would fur¬
nish him a largo Held of operation,
where he might become a loader
worthy of the praise of his constlt-
uents. His present attitude Is conclu¬
sive proof that to woman as ft class
tho ballot has become an economic
necessity. More than 6,000,000 wo¬
men fill places In the field of labor In
this «jcninü-y, and others ore beingadded to their numbers every day.

Though, for various reasone, indi¬viduals drop out. the number steadilyIncreases. Tu refuse to them the somelegal protection aa that allowed to
men la criminal Injustice, as well as
a tacit confession that economic com¬petition with females Is to be dreadedand, as far as possible, to be pre¬vented.
An amusing feature of the times Uthis fear of tho "weaker sex," which,happily. 1m confined to the few, whosympathize with Mr. lilrschberg'sviews und who might uptly bo termed"Hltschbcrgltos." A 1.UOKER-ON.Richmond,

The Old ship of state.
(from "Loaves by the Wayside.")'Twus the Fourth of July, when the

Old Constitution.
Formed by Jefferson. Hancock, Adama

and Lee,
Gave forth to tho world the famed

resolution,
That the people from King's craft

henceforth should be 'treo,'
Then the good Ship of State flung Its

flag to tho breeze,
With valor undaunt'ed, from Mon-

inouth to Yorktown,Fought her way amid perils, on the
land, on the seas;

The holen In the hand of our loved
Washington.

The compass still points to the bright;polar star,
The chart Is the old Constitution;

Hy them guided aright, In all parts of
the ship, jTheTe cannot be any copfusion IThe crow of the ship are the people,
you know,

And tho cruise, |t Is well to rcmem-
her,

.Must be. made, to what port we ever
m u y go, /The best good of the greatest num¬
ber.

Aa to politics, look! The manlf«st|
Said

Tl-fit the people should manage the
taxes:

That no load should he put In the hold)of the ship,
Save to meet the Just public ex¬

penses;
But the tricksters, you know, have

managed It so.
As to bind on the backs of the pen-I

pie.
A load of "Prlsperlty," falsely so called,As high as a meetlng-houre steeple.
As to .schools: have Ihey stolen the key]Of all knowledge.On pretense of more excellent train¬

ing?
To make experts or athletics In high

school,, or college.
The control of the ship they seem

gaining;
Maklnc lawyers and doctors and)preachers to show
That the ship should he Meered by

feet and not head.
No wonder so manv to Congress would

go.
While so many thousands are want¬

ing for bread.

As to faith: of what use Is the compass
and chart.

Cod gave for our guidance In sun¬
shine and storm?

Its teaching?, so Utile Controlling the
lien rl.

Dynasties and science now giving]faith form:
The world mad'' Itself, of what use]

Revelation.
Or an Ill-devised scheme of a "First

Crenr Cause."*
It was man made himself by some ape

evolution;
Pitch havers of faith win wld»-j

spread applause.
Then what nf the home; the old home,

steals are gone.
The country forsaken for the town's

greedy call:
The bright evening .fireside, the cows

on the lawn:
The hustUna for wealth has scattered

them all.
The girls seek a clerkship: even love

peeks a trade.
And marriage, which was once .

matter nf heart.
Now seems a contract which two par¬

ties have made.
Till a court or n homl<Mde tears them]

a part.

Alas for the ship! there are breakers
ahead:

Were there ever stich fearful com¬
motion ?

While the men at the helm, so selfishly
led.

Add their roars to the r"sr« of the
ocean:

Let the people nwake, hy their bal¬
lots declare

That the good Ship of State by Jeff¬
erson nlanned.

Shall still float In all seas. In rough;
weather or fair.

Of freedom the pledge only honest
men manned.

LEONARD COX
Charlotte c. II.

Sonnet.To London,
Home of the grent romancer who hath

rlched
The realm of human happiness andhealth:

Thy pictured names and places far have
stretched,

To shape a time, or fill new Nation's
weal Hi.

Stage of the Poet! Sweet, Immortal
Will.

Who with his pen created kingdomswide,
And peopled them with men more real;

still.
Who live In language destined to

abide.
<

Cradle of Liberty and Government:
How Bells ring true, the Past, and

Yet-tO-he.
Ideals built of Character nnd blent
With truth, which carries far o'er

land and sen.

Old London Town! thy laurels live Inrhyme.
An English legacy to Art nnd Time.

KDMOND FONTAINE.Charlottesvlllc, January 11, 1003.

Pother n.van.
When wall of conquered nation rose.When lenders fall'd who wero our!trust;
Our banner by relentless foes

All torn nnd trampled In the du3t.
From out the darkness there was

heard
A voice, and It seem'd divine;It sang in strains that thrlll'd andetirr'd:
Sweet Poet-Priest, that voice wasthine,

A poet, priest, two calls divine
To higher things insplr'd thee,And grace and genius both combineAnd give thee Immortality.

A grander monument thine to-dayThan bronze or marble, far aboveThe formal honors they display.Thine Southland's gratitude and love.Cascade. DUVAL PORTER.
.Sonnet.To King David.

Thou poet son of Jesse! time hath lent
A lingering sweetness to thy glorious

song.
A paean to the God of Battles, blent
With pagnn Idiom, and passionstrong.

IOf budding Faith, and bettering Hope,and Him
(Almighty inspiration) who

Hath tuned the Unlverae (a seraphim).To sing his mystic harmonies so true.
How hath our vision leaped since

Moses etched
The Ethlc-moral code for human¬

kind.
That ancient script which Evolution

sketched,
And Inspiration pressed upon the

mind.
So Is a Poet but a prophet, and
A Ipfomlae of tho heavenly Future

grand.
EDMOND FONTAINE.

Charlottesvllle, October, 1008.

Daily Queries and Answers
French History.State tho length of time from thotaking or the Besttle to the fall oltlobetjplerre In French history.
The fall of the Bnstllo look place;July 14. 1789;. Robespierre was guil¬lotined July 28. 1794.

Kara*.
How many eggs does a hen layevery year, first, second, third andfourth? O.The product of the ben varies withthe breed, feed and other factors.

Coloring.
Is there any coloring that can beused for whitewash on feuoesT I.Yes; there is plenty of coloring mut¬ter to bo obtained from paint stores!for that purpose.

»rottend Yard.
Where docs Scotland Yard get Usname? s. c.Scotland Yard Is a short street, nearTrafalgar Square, where the Londonpolice formerly had headquarters. Thename Is said by Brewer to have beenderived from a former palace at thelocality for visiting Kings from Scot*land.

Ulrthdoy.
If a person was born on Good Frl-day, 1866, what was the month and!day of his birth? N.March St.

To Locate Water.
Will you or one of yot/r readerskindly give me evidence for the state¬

ment that a forked peach limb will
direct you to an underground channelof water? B. D. R.

This question was referred to the
Pennsylvania Secretary of Agriculture,wiho sends the following reply:"In relation to finding water by the
use of a branch of a peach tree, I can
only reply that I have' heard u great
many persons Hssert that It was en¬
tirely successful In locating the pointat which water could be found at rea-
sonahle, depth. So far as I am con-
cerned. I have had no e.tperlenre in
this PJiatter, and have alway« been
skeptical. Never trowing seen the
operation, I can give you no Informa¬
tion concerning it."
Regarding this question, a recent

writer notes the following:
"It need not necessarily be a branchof a peach tree, but It is my opinionthat any living tree branch will an-

swer the purpose. 1 have seen It dem¬
onstrated on several occasions with a
willow branch The branch should be
forked, holding the two forked twigsdownward firmly between the fore
finger and thumb of each hand, walkingwhere It Is desired to locate the water.
The branch will turn of Its own aci ord

A SUBSCRIBER.

till the single portion o( the brunchwhere the two branches forming the
fork meet points downward, which lo¬
cates tho water. It being Impossible tokeep single part of branch up wtienwater Is located. 1 urn under the Im¬pression that any person , la not able
to do this act. but It tnkYs a personwho Is known as a "water smeller."
Gluten,

Will you kindly tell me how glutenIs obtained front wheat? L. S.Gluten Ig n Sjugh, lenaclous sub¬stance, somewhat elastic, nearly taste¬less an.I grayish-yellow. In the ap¬paratus for the preparation' of gluten
on a large scale balls of dough areworked backward and forward Introughs by means of cylinders, whilstwater plays upon them Im fine Jetsdelivered by coppor pipe* A sack of
Hour may be thus made to yield about110 pounds of mnlst gluten nnd twice
that quantity of dry staroh. Good
samples of white English wheat con¬
tain some in or 11 per cent, of gluten:from hard Venezuela w.heat us much
a« 22.75 per cent, has been procured.The outer and Inner coats of wheat
separated from it as bran contain, re¬
spectively, to 5 and 14 to 20 per cent,of gluten. Gluten, when dried, lose*
about two-thirds of lt« weight, becom¬
ing brittle und semi -1 ranspa rch t; when
strongly heated II crackles and swells
and burns like a feather or horn. The
gluten yielded by wtheat which has
undergone fermentation or has begun
lo sprout Is devoid nf toughness and
elasticity. These qualities can be re¬
stored in It by kneading with salt,
lime water or alum. Gluten- Is em¬
ployed In the manufacture ttf gluten
bread and biscuits for the diabetic
nnd of chocolate, nnd also In the adul¬
teration of tea nnd coffee. For makingbread ,'t must be used fresh, as other¬
wise It decomposes and doe* not kn'ad
well

Dlvnrre* In I'nlted «täte».
Will you please «täte how manv di¬

vorces are annually granted in tht
.f'nltert States? The approximate num¬
ber will suffice if correct figures are
too hnrd to obtain. GEORGE
The last year for which we have anv

figures Is l?0S. when 72. °«"2 divorce*
were granted In continental I'nlted
Hintes

What are electrical fishes? EAbout twenty species of electricalfishes are known, the Torpedo occl-oentuils of Eastern North America be¬
ing about five feet long, with a dlfk-
shape,) body nnd the lull of * shark.The "electrical plates" appear to re
muscle having " roncent rs t Iqn of
nerve endings. The current., underthe tlf-h'* control, will deflect a needle,decompose water, and give Severe»hecks

YOUTHFUL COUNTESS
VERY UNFORTUNATE

BY LA MAftQUISK DK FONTHNOY.

POOR young Countess Ella von
Rlui'hT. who lujii week appealed
to Justice Hoyt, In the Children's
Court of New York, for protec¬tion against her mother, complaining

of her treatment by the latter, and
asking that she should be judicially
committed to the rare of the wife of
Dr. Henry Wahn, of Kagle Avenue. |n
the Bronx, where her elder sister Is
already living, has had an unfortunate
childhood. For some years ago the
law was Invoked In New York by her
mother to recover her from a Mrs.
Agnes Ciamncs. who according In the
evidence then furnished, conducted an
employment agency and fortuno»telling
establishment In Harlem Mrs. Gamncs
declared that the child's mother bad
given her tiie little girl, that she bad
rated for her for several years, and
that she, the mother, only wanted to
recover the custody of the child, be¬
cause nf her belief that she ha.l be¬
come heiress to some of the Blucher
property In Germany: n belief which
afterwards turned out to be unfound¬
ed.

Tihe reports of the proceedings In
connection with the application of the
now fifteen year old Countess Ella
Blucher. for protection from her moth¬
er, are Incorrect, In so far as thev as¬
sert that she is a descendant of the
famous field marshal who commanded
the Prussian forces throughout the
Napoleonic wars, at the beginning of
the nineteenth century, and who
shared with Wellington the honors nf
tho victory of Waterloo The girl be¬
longs to an entirely different branch
of the Bluchers Her father. Count
Oabhard Frederick Ludwig Adam von
Blucher belonged to the Finken branch
of 'the Bin.-her family, whereas the
old field marshal belonged to the
Wahlstatt line.
There is still another branch, name¬

ly, that of Altona, which forms part
of the rianlsh aristocracy, and some!
of the members of which are settled
here in the I'nlted States, one of Its
scions holng the late Gustav Roger von
Blucher. who served during the Amerl-
can Civil War. on the Union side, with
the rank of major, having married a
Miss Medora Stipes, of Harper's Ferry.)
Virginia, where he made his home with
her. She survives; also her son Con¬
rad Blucher. wihn. born In 1S66 there.
Is still set down In the pages of the
Almanneh do Gotha Is a resident of
Hqrper's Ferry. Like his father, he
has no right to the title of count, which
In this Planish branch of the house or
Blue'ier Is restricted to the chief of
the family, now Count Gustav Bluch-
er. eaptnln of the Royal Hussars of the
Guard at Copenhagen.
The father nf Countess Ella, that Is

to say. the late Count Oabhard Bluch-
or, belonged to the Prussian branch,
and his title of count, also hers, are
perfectly authentic. He was the. eld-
est son of the late Count Ludwig
Bluoher, and of his wife, a member of
the house nf Von Bulow. He gradu¬
ated from the University Of Heidelberg,
served as officer in the German army
during the War of 1870. and subse¬
quently was In the civil employ of
the government. He married Just be¬
fore the War of IS70 broke out. the
only daughter of a Prussian nobleman
and officer. Colonel von Durre: a union
w'hlcK was In no sense displeasing to
the members of his family, the best
proof thereof being the fact that Ms
relatives took charge of his wife and
of his two daughters, Countesses Mar¬
garet and Agnes, after he fled to this
country In 1S77. It was not therefore
his first marriage, hut something en¬
tirely different, which led his father
to disinherit him. Nor Is It necessary
to refer 'here to the cause of his emi¬
grating to the I'nlted States, and to
the forfeiture of Ills commission on the
reserve list of the Prussian army.
Disappointed in his expectations of

securing a commission In the United
States army, he ultimately enlisted, j
and served two terms, the first In
Battery I of the Second Artillery: and
after that In Battery H, of the same

regiment, being discharged with an ex¬
cellent character, and the rank of
sergeant and post schoolmaster: while
until the day of his death, be drew a

pension of $10 a month from tho Unit¬
ed States government, for Injuries re¬
ceived. /
After his discharge ho drifted into

hospital nursing, and served at the
Homeopathic. Hospital at Washington,
Ht the Presbyterian Hospital In New
York, nnd likewise at. tho Montofloro
Homo In that city. Mrs. John A. Lo¬
gan, to whom he appealed for assist¬
ance, endeavored In vain to obtain a
position for him as conductor on the
Pullman Car Company.

In 1892, a few months after the
death of his first -wife at Carlsruhe. In
Germany, he married In New York
a Norwegian' woman, of the name of
Ella Morlce. by whom he bad two
daughters, the Countes» Ingeberg, born

.¦Ii IS93 in New Vork, and little Count¬
's- Ella, horn In November, iS9fii th*tiIg t" say, tbc child whose allcged'niai-
treatment by her mother Is noW engag¬ing tii<- attention of Wie New York
COUrtM The union did not turn opt .1
happy mi'-. Fol he l"ft hlH wife. and
drifted about the country, earning: apittance here ami there hv "dd )<.>'.until finally he landed in the Unite,]
si.it,-- soldiers' norm at \VaBhiotä-onwhere, he died In May last year. HIS
next brother, Adolf, in whose f-ivnr he
was disinherited by his father; met
with a tragic fate For having dis¬
covered that a man employed aftgardener <"i gamekeeper li»<i betrayed
a pretty housemaid employed ill the
fine old Bluchor Castle of Weltsow. h*
discharged him. A few riai> later,while the count and countess' were
walking in the park, thee were atlacked by the gardener, who was armed
wltih a double-barreled shot-gun, and
before assistance could be summoned
he -hot fount Adolf through the head
killing him Instantly, and then turned
the pun on the countess, whom lie
wounded In the ne.-U. Afterwards b»
rushed to the castle, where hi blew
out his brains with a revolver. Ewald
an old family servant who tried to in-
lercept him, was also severely wound¬
ed.
This tragedy look place at the end

of 1893, and created a great deal of
allr at the time, Oabhard gave peo¬
ple to believe that he w.i- heir to b:'
niurdered younger brother's propertv,ami to the family estates, on the
strength of which he managed to bor-
row unite a little money from several
conlidlng lawyers! who accepted the
management of his Interests, on n con¬
tingent basis. He then gave out It
the press stories that he had finally
come Into the family fortune, and
furnished It with what purported to be
a photograph of the Bln.her Castle of
Welteow, but which turned out on in¬
vestigation after appearing in print,
to ic the Palace of l.udwlgsltist, at
S hwcrln. belonging to the Grand Duke
of Mccklonbin sr-gchwerln.
How either the ount. and after hit

desertion, his wife, have found any
people*SO credulous as to believe that
he was the heir of his younger hroth-
cr'rt estates, it Is difficult to believe
For Gebhard, having been specially dis¬
inherited by his father, and barred
from any return to German v. It nat¬
urally followed that the murdered
man's property went first of nil to his
widow who still survives, and then to
his younger brothers. On her demise
the entailed estates will pass to his
younger brother. I wan Blucher. a re¬
tired oflicer of the Prussian army. Who
Hees at Berlin: while the. p'rsonal
properly of the murdered man's widow
will go to Her niece, the only surviv¬
ing daughter of the expatriated Count
Gebhard Blucher by Ills first wife, and
who, when he fled to America, was
adopted by her uncle and aunt at
Weltxow. Under no circumstances,
therefore, will the children of the late
Count Gebhard Blucher hv his New
York wife, succeed to any of tho Bluch¬
er property: although it Is just pos¬
sible that if their pase were properle
presented, they might receive a small
allowance from the fund which the
house of Blucher. like many of the
great houses of the German H'lsto-
craoy, maintain? for the relief of Us
destitute members.

Little Countess Klla Blucher's fath¬
er, the late Count Gebhard Blucher of
the Finken branch, must not he con¬
founded with that other count of the
same name, who Is now living, happllv
married 16 a rich Englishwoman, In
London, and who, a son of the present
Prince Blucher. Is a great-great-grand¬
son of the famous Marshal. Another
son of the prince. Count Ferdinand hv
name, died destitute In a New York
hospital, after marrying a Miss AlmaLoeh. of Milwaukee, who survives' him
hp widow.
(Copyright. 1911. hv the Brcntwond
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